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WASHINGTON.~It is highly likely that
cne of these days soon, probably before
Christmas, quile possibly before Thanks-
giving, CIA director Richard Helms will
call the White House and ask for an
urgent appointment with the President.

A great deal will then depend on what

Tlelns tells President Nixon, and what
President Nixon decides to do about it

Jelms, of course, is the No, 1 man in
the U.S. intelligence communily. The
intclligence community is braced for
“the other shoe to drop.” The other shoe
is-a serics of Soviet missile tests that the
intelligence specinlists are surc--rather

- mysteriously sure—will take place be-
fore the end of this year, most probably .

in November or carly December.

These tests will tell a great deal
about the real purpose of the very
great Soviel investment in offensive

- strategic weapons. This investment s

the first shoe, and it is 'symbolized by
the missile silos—holes,” they are called
in the intelligence trade—that the Rus-
sians have been consbrucling with ex-
urgency throughout this
year. The tests will show what kind of
missdes the Russians intend to pul in
their holes. :

PEACE AND THE HOLES

This is not, admittedly, a subject that
much interests most people in the pres-
ent, curious mood of this country. But it
is a subjeet that has to interest the in-
telligence  specialists—and  the  Presi-
dent, too. For what goes into the Rus-
sinn holes may well determine whether
or not it is rational to hope for what the
President likes to call “a gencralion of
peace.” . .

The facts about the holes are as fol-
lows (and these facts are indeed facts,
for the Yentagon’s reconnaissance satel-
lites bring back pictures of the holes
almost as detailed as a pictwre of a
building across the stréet). A total of
91 new holes has been dug so far this
year. Twenty-five of these new holes
we very large-larger than the holes
that used to be dug for the huge, 25-
megaton $S-9 missile. Sixty-six of the
holes are somewhat smaller than the
regular 88-9 holes but larger than the
holes for the I-megaton S$S-11 missile.

These smaller holes are dug in a big
circle, wilh ten missiles to a circle. In
the middle of a half dozen or so of
these circles, a very big hole, bigger
than any missile silo cver built, has
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been dug. None of the hales has as yet
been filted witl a missile, and the ex-
perts do not expect them to be opera-
tional until about July 1972,

There are no doubt innumerable pa-
pers marked Top Secret filled with de-
tails about the Russian holes, but the
essentinl facts are as stated above,
These fadts make it possibl¢- for any
reasonably intclligent reader of this

magazine to be his own intelligence

analyst. What are the holes for?
WHAT ARE THEY FOR?
It is very unlikely that they are sim-
ply for more first-generation §8-9s and

. §§-11s. Otherwise, the missiles would

alrcady be in their holes, They could

be for imvroved versions of the §5-9 .

and the §$-11; Or they could be for
enlirely new weapons.

It scems reasonable to suppose that
the Russians want {o do onc thing to
improve the $S-9, and another thing to
improve the §S-11. The §5-9, or an cn-

tirely new version of the big missile, .

could be provided with multiple war-
heads, or “MIRVed.” Because ils war-
head is so immense, the missile could
be M1RVed six, or cven ten times over.
Given sufficient accuracy, cven a rela-
tively small number of MIRVed multi-
megaton missiles could be used 1o
destroy, in a first strike, this country’s
main  strategic  deterrent—-our- 1,000
land-based Minuteman missiles. :

Greally improved accuracy for the
SS-11, or some new version of such a
missile, would have a similar eflect. The
$S-11 is an “anti-city” weapon; it is only
roughly accurate, since only rough ac-
curacy is required to destroy a city

‘with a l-megaton warhcad. But il it

could be rendered accurate enough to

- dig a Minuleman missile out of ils con-

crete silo, then it too would becowse a
direct threat to our strategic deterrent.

How about the enormous new holes?
The reader’s guess may be as good as

the specialists’, for the specialists do

not pretend to have the answer. These

huge holes could be fon hardened con- -

trol centers. Or they could be for some

new kind of offensive strategic missile, |

perhaps filled with penelration aids to

Dblind the U.S. defense, perhaps with an
~enormous warhead designed.to black -

out tho defensc’s radar and control sys-
tems, Nobody knows,

After the expected tests, a lot more
will be known, for the tests tell us al-
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most as much as they tell the Russians
about such factors .as accuracy, range
and micgatonnage. Suppose the tests
show (a) a MIRVed SS-9-type missile,
(1) greatly improved accuracy for the
§S-11-type missile; and (c¢) an entirely
new offensive strategic missile of im-
mense size. Joven if the tests showed
only onc or two of these things, Rich-
ard Melms would have to ask for that
urgen! appointment with the President.
What ;*ould the President do then?

CAlready, it is too Jate to talk about
missile  “parity.” The Russians have
1,600 intercontinental missiles against
1,054 American missiles, and in terms
of missile megatonnage, they have be-
tween five and ten times the therpionu-
clear capacily we have. Their anti-bal-
listic-missile complex is fully operational
in the Moseow arca and being urgently
extended, whereas our ABM systom
will not be operational for several years.

A NEW CONFRONTATION

They are ready to produce,an entire-
ly now swept-wing attack bomber, with
an undoubted “anti-U.S, attack capabil-
ity,” whercas our B-52s are Model T
bombers, terribly vulnerable to the new
SA-5 Soviet anti-aircraft. The Soviet
Y-class nuclear submarine fleet of 41
boats now equals ours, and instead of
halting production, the’ Russians have
doubled their production capacity. The
Soviet conventional flect is alrcady in
several calegories superior to ours,

The new Sovict missile tests could
ndicate at least the serious possibility
that the Soviets arc building up for a
new eyehallto-cychall nuclear  con-
frontation, like the 1962 Cuban crisis,
in which it would be our turn to blink,
The likely locale of the confrontation is
obvious—the Middle Kast. It is casy to
dismaiss this possibility as more Pentagon
propaganda. But it js also silly.

., The intelligence analysts, including
the Pentagon’s, have consistently wn-
derestimated the Soviet missile pro-
gram. As for the President, liis politieal
future may be at stake. Jf he were-to
abandon hope for successful SALT
talks and ask for very large new appro-
priations to regain nuclear parity with

- the Russians, he might woll be throwing

away his chance of re-clection, in this
. country’s present mood.
So what would the President do? Jf
some of the gloomicr analysls arc right,
what will the President do? :
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